
Pine Hill Public Schools Curriculum 

Content Area:  Language Arts Literacy 

Course Title/ Grade Level:  Speech and Public Speaking 

Unit 1: Communicating-Getting to Know You Month: September  

Unit 2: Storytelling and Oral Interpretation Month: September-October  

Unit 3: Public Communication Month: October-December  

Unit 4: Business and Career Speaking Month: December-January 

Unit 5: The Interview and Debate Month: February-March  

Unit 6: The Art of Performance and Drama Month: March-June  

BOE Approval Date:  August 28, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  Speech and Public Speaking                                                                                                               Unit #: 1 

Course or Grade Level: 9-12 Length of Time: Two weeks 

Date Created:  BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing September 1-15 

Essential 

Questions 

 How do we create a community and trust within the group to promote a supportive learning environment? 

 

Content  Concentration activities 

 Strategies to relieve tension in the muscles through guided meditation 

 Trust activities 

 Development of rubrics 

Skills   Relaxation Techniques 

 Concentration/Focus 

 Body awareness 

 Self-confidence and support 

 Assessment methods and implementation of a class rubric 

 Writing and establishing goals for growth and improvement 

Assessments  Written copies of speeches 

 Student presentations 

 Peer evaluation 

 Benchmark test  

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Relaxation 

 Preparations opportunities 

 How to listen lessons 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 Development of rubrics and their use(Math) 

 Body awareness and breathing techniques (Phys. Ed.) 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Effective Speech Communication(Third Edition) 

 Personal introduction speech 

 Introduction of a classmate 

 Breathing exercises 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 9-12 

Strand: Reading Literature 

              Writing 

              Speaking and listening 

              Language  

Category:  Speaking and 

listening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

#. Standard: 1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 



a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) 
of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, 
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and 
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

21st Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy  Health Literacy   x 

21st Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

 Communication and 

Collaboration 

x Information Literacy 

 Media Literacy  ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skill x 

 

 

 

 

Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  Storytelling and Oral Interpretation                                                                                                             Unit #: 2 

Course or Grade Level: 9-12 Length of Time: 4 weeks 

Date Created:  BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing September-October 

Essential 

Questions 

 What are the essentials needed for creating a story? 

 What are the essentials needed to perform for a group of people? 

 What are some performance skills that will help control anxiety? 

 How can we critique constructively? 

Content  Reading fiction(horror, humorous, mystery) 

 Reading poetry 

Skills  Reading aloud with expression according to the type of  selection(inflection, tone, voice modulation) 

 Creating original works(short poems, short fiction) 

 Develop strategies to overcome stage fright 

 Develop breathing techniques that will support good performance skills 

 Develop methods of constructive criticism 

Assessments  Peer evaluation of writing and performance using rubrics created by teacher and students 

 Teacher evaluation of writing and performance 

 Benchmark test 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Extra time to create works 

 Relaxation techniques prior to presenting. 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation, effort, and timelines 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 Reciting as a theatrical device(theater) 

 Voice modulation, tone and inflection(music) 

 Creative writing and reading(theater) 

 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Effective Speech Communication(Third Edition) 

 Writing and presenting original poems and short fiction 

 Creating rubrics for the activities 

 Evaluating peer performers 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


 Working with peers during their writing 

 Showing consideration to their fellow presenters 

 Reading works that have been published with appropriate voicing  

 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 9-12 

Strand: Reading Literature 

              Writing 

               Speaking and Listening 

              Language  

Category:Reading 

 

 

 

Writing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening  

#. Standard: 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text 
(e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 
5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or 
her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what 
is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented 
5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for specific expectations.) 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

21st Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy x Health Literacy   

21st Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

x Information Literacy 

 Media Literacy  ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills 

 

 
     

Pine Hill Public Schools 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  Public Communication                                                                                                              Unit #: 3 

Course or Grade Level:  Length of Time: 9 weeks 

Date Created:  BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing October-December 

Essential 

Questions 

 What is the purpose of analyzing the audience? 

 How should you plan a thesis and develop supporting points? 

 How should you organize information and choose the proper vocabulary? 

Content  The informative speech-Explaining a simple process, the analytical speech 

 The persuasive speech-logos, pathos, ethos.  Word choice 

 Speaking in a ceremony-graduation speech, eulogy, acceptance of an award 

 

Skills  Writing an appropriate speech for a specific occasion 

 Speaking with the appropriate tone for the occasion. 

 Researching for pertinent material to form a thesis and provide supporting information 

 Using teacher and student developed rubrics to do self and peer  evaluations 

 Using various resources to find information 

Assessments  Peer and teacher evaluations 

 Benchmark tests 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small group work 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 Rhetoric 

 Theater 

 Voice and music 

 Language skills 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Effective Speech Communication(Third Edition) 

 Computer and library research 

 Class presentations 

 Student and teacher created rubrics 

 Peer and group discussion of work before presentations 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 9-12 

Strand:  Reading Literature 

               Writing 

               Speaking and Listening 

               Language 

Category:  Reading 

Literature 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#. Standard: 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors 
6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 



Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

21st Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy x Health Literacy   

21st Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

x Information Literacy 

 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills x 

 

 

Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  Business and Career Speaking                                                                                                             Unit #: 4 

Course or Grade Level: Speech and Public Speaking 9-

12 

Length of Time: 6 weeks 

Date Created:  BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing December-January  

Essential 

Questions 

 What speaking and listening skills are need in the workplace? 

 What are the most sought after qualities in the job market? 

Content  Developing and delivering a sales talk 

 The computer assisted presentation 

 The keynote address 

Skills   Acquiring data 

 Using visual aids 

 Speaking without notes 

 Create and employ a multi-media presentation 

 Use a microphone for the presentation 

 Present a nearly memorized speech to a large venue 

 Peer and teacher created rubrics 

 Peer and group assistance in creating works 

Assessments  Teacher and student evaluation using rubrics created 

 Evaluation of written materials 

 Benchmark test 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 Workplace experience 

 Public relations 

 Theater 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Effective Speech Communication(Third Edition) 

 Learning to use a computer for presentation and preparing an effective power point 

 Preparing visual aids 

 Use of propaganda and loaded vocabulary 

 Researching and writing the data 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade:9-12  

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


Strand:  Reading Literature 

               Writing 

               Speaking and Listening 

               Language   

Category: Reading  

 

 

                 Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language 

#. Standard: 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 

media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear 
and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and informal tasks. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for specific expectations.) 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) 
for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts when reading. 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 



and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

21st Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

x Civic Literacy x Health Literacy   

21st Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

x Information Literacy 

x 
 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills 

x 

 

 

 

Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title: The Interview and Debate                                                                                                              Unit #: 5 

Course or Grade Level: Speech and Public Speaking9-

12 

Length of Time: 6 weeks 

Date Created:  BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing February -March  

Essential 

Questions 

 What are some interviewing techniques to help reduce anxiety? 

 What interviewers looking for? 

 What is the goal of performing in a debate? 

 What are some strategies for presenting arguments during a debate? 

 

Content  I. Interview-Preparing a resume, filling out applications, preparing by role playing all the facets of the 

process, preparing for a media interview. 

 II.  Debate-Preparing and outline, considering a proposition, learning important terms 

Skills  Writing resumes 

 Speaking under pressure 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


 Research skills 

 Workplace and argumentative writing 

 Confidence building 

 Formal speaking 

 Debate format and strategies 

 

Assessments  Mock interviews as interviewer and interviewee 

 Written interview questions 

 Teacher and student created rubrics 

 Benchmark tests 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 History-politics 

 Theater 

 Business 

 Research 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Effective Speech Communication(Third Edition) 

 Research and develop ideas for interview as interviewer or interviewee. 

 Write effective resumes 

 Construct an effective outline in preparation for a debate 

 Speak appropriately in given situations 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 9-12 

Strand: Reading Literature 

              Writing 

              Speaking and Listening 

              Language  

Category: Reading 

Literature  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#. Standard: 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 

media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem 
8. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. 
Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, 
and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses 
10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 
11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end 
of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
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Language 

and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions 
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and 
noting any discrepancies among the data. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear 
and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and informal tasks. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate. ( 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) 
for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts when reading. 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 
(e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.* 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
*Please see “Research to Build Knowledge” in Writing and “Comprehension and Collaboration” in Speaking and Listening for 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 



7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expre 

21st Century Themes 
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Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title: The Art of Performance and Drama                                                                                                              Unit #:6  

Course or Grade Level: Speech and Public Speaking 9-

12 

Length of Time: 9 weeks 

Date Created:  BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing  March - June  

Essential 

Questions 

 How is improvising useful? 

 How can a character be developed? 

 What techniques are necessary in creating a dramatic role? 

Content  Effective Speech Communication(Third Edition) 

 Critical thinking 

 Group activities 

 Writing short scripts 

 Observing the world around us 

 Determining character 

 Enjoying monologues 

Skills  Memorization 

 Creating character 

 Writing scenes 

 Performing according to the situation 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


 Speaking with appropriate emotion and tone. 

 Creating an original video presentation 

Assessments  Student and teacher made rubrics 

 Teacher and peer evaluations 

 Student performances 

 Written examples 

 Benchmark tests 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstrations 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 Theater 

 Interviewing 

 Technology 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Effective Speech Communication(Third Edition) 

 Writing short scenes 

 Creating and performing original monologues 

 Creating and performing original scenes 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 9-12 

Strand: Reading Literature 

              Writing 

              Speaking and Listening 

              Language   

Category: Reading 

Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#. Standard: 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors 
5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of 
a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact. 
7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one 
play by an American dramatist.) 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) 
of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, 
and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and 
outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions 
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and 
noting any discrepancies among the data. 

 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) 
for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts when reading. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations 
6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: 6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

21st Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy  Health Literacy   

21st Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

 Information Literacy 

 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills 
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